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PRE/POST TOURS  

PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY (TO LOS ANGELES) 
Santa Barbara to Peterson Automotive Museum via Hwy 1/101 

(Santa Barbara to Peterson Automotive Museum: 2-3 hours, 94 miles)   
Times do not include stopping time for attractions, lunch.  Drive time can vary considerably 

depending on traffic. 
 

  This is the last official section of the PCH Hwy 1 drive, but worth the effort.  The 
suggested route stops for lunch in Malibu and then ends at the unforgettable Peterson 
Automotive Museum.  After that, you are on you own to explore Los Angeles, Orange County 
and San Diego. 
 
DIRECTIONS TO MALIBU: (1 ½ hours, 67 miles) 

• Make your way to Hwy 101 South. 
• In 36.3 miles, take exit 60 for Rice Avenue.  Green sign “EXIT 60, RICE AVE, ”. 
• At the end of the off ramp, turn right onto Hwy 1. 
• In 3.9 miles, fork left onto Hwy 1 – direction Santa Monica.  Green sign “1 SOUTH, Santa 

Monica”. 
• In 29.4 miles, at stoplight, turn right onto Paradise Cove Road. Big white sign “Paradise 

Cove Beach Café”.  Stop for lunch. 
 

Paradise Cove Beach Café 
Lunch with your toes in the sand 

28128 Pacific Coast Hwy 
Malibu, CA 

310-457-2503 
(Parking is $10 with Café validation) 

Surfside tropical drinks & American fare in an enclosed, airy cafe with some tables on the sand.  
Open daily from 8am. 



DIRECTIONS FROM MALIBU TO THE PETERSON AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM: (1 hour, 28 miles) 
• Back up to Hwy 1 and turn right (south). 
• In 18.1 miles, Hwy 1 becomes I-10 East. DO NOT TAKE EXIT 1A, LINCOLN BLVD. 
• In 7.1 miles, take exit 7B, Fairfax Avenue.  Green sign “Fairfax Ave ”. 
• In 0.4 miles, at the end of the ramp, turn left onto Fairfax Avenue.  Blue street sign 

“Fairfax Av”. 
• In 1.9 miles, arrive at the Peterson on the right, enter the parking structure. 

 
Peterson Parking Entrance.  If you reach Wilshire Blvd, you went too far. 

 
Peterson Automotive Museum 

6060 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 

 
Open 7 days from 10am – 6pm 

Museum Only $22, $20 seniors (allow 2 hours) 
Museum + Vault Access $51/$45 (allow an extra 90 minutes for the Vault) 

(Note: The Vault is a large underground area where 300 non-museum cars are displayed.  
Many rare and iconic cars including Hollywood star cars.) 

 
Parking $18 for two hours, $3 per hour thereafter, max $24.  Free with Museum Store 
purchase.  The Museum Café is open until 3pm Sunday – Thursday and 4pm weekends. 

 
Fancy an after-tour cocktail or snack?  One block south on Fairfax is Tom Bergin’s Irish Pub, 

the oldest licensed bar in Los Angeles.  While there is limited parking at the Pub, you can 
leave your car parked at the Museum and walk. 

 



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND SUGGESTIONG 
 
  The LA/Orange County/San Diego is too big to cover in this Tour, but here are some 
resources and suggestions 
 

• LA Information:  https://www.discoverlosangeles.com/ 
• Orange County Information:  https://www.visitcalifornia.com/region/orange-county/ 

o Orange County sits south of Los Angeles County and north of San Diego County 
• San Diego County Information:  https://www.sandiego.org/ 

 
Southern California lodgings can be expensive, particularly in the most well-known and 
beach-oriented communities like Santa Monica, Newport Beach and La Jolla.  More budget-
friendly options include: 

o In the LA area, stay off the beach or in the less popular areas like Redondo Beach 
and Hermosa Beach.  Avoid the airport area and downtown. 

o In Orange County, try Dana Point and San Clemente. 
o In San Diego, look at Oceanside, Carlsbad and Encinitas. 

 
Do visit: 

• Long Beach and the Queen Mary. (LA) 
• Drive Hwy 1 from Long Beach to Dana Point for coastal views. (OC) 
• Laguna Beach is a great town to stroll as is San Clemente.  (OC) 
• In San Deigo visit La Jolla and Del Mar, as well as Coronado Island. (SD) 
• Don’t miss two of San Diego’s best culinary neighborhoods, Little Italy and the Gaslamp. 
• If you are a baseball fan, each area has a major league club: Dodgers in LA, Angels in OC 

and Padres in SD.  One of them is bound to be at home during your visit.  Petco Park, 
where the Padres play, is particularly interesting and fan friendly. 

• If you are interested in dropping by a local Cars & Coffee, go to 
socalcarculture.com/events which list many of the meet ups and car shows throughout 
Southern California. 
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